CLEMENCEAU

consisted henceforth not in organising the factor oi democracy
for general progress but in reassuring their conservative
opponents and the propertied classes generally, from the
plutocrat to the peasant proprietor, that the Republic meairt
only a convenient form of government, in which all classes
should agree harmoniously together k> stand tit ease for the
next few generations. Their arguments in favour of such a
scheme of permanent repose were unfortunately only too
striking. They had but to recall the downfall of the Commune
and to point to the ruins of fine public buildings to appeal
effectively to the feelings of a large and influential portion of
the people. Enthusiasm had become suspect, idealism the
antechamber to violent mania, even Radicalism a vain thing.

Gambetta himself, regarded in England as the most eloquent
and capable leader of the Republican party, invented an
excuse for the existence of the Republic which he had taken
an active part in creating, by the formula, " It is that which
divides us the least," Indifference on every important question
except colonial expansion became the highest political wisdom.
It was, in fact, hesitating opportunism and cowardly compro-
mise which then dominated France. Such tactics evoked no
loyalty and solved no problem. The old became cynical, the
young contemptuous. To attack such flabby consistency in
doing nothing seemed as bootless an enterprise as entering
into conflict with a feather-bed* The early years of the
French Republic constituted a period of apathy led, with one
or two exceptions, by mediocrity. Even the scathing sarcasm
and biting irony of Rochefort failed to produce any serious
effect upon the smug stolidity of the rest-and-be-thankftd
representatives of the French middle class. Hence arose " a
divorce between politics and thought," and men of capacity f
became disgusted with the form of government itself. All
this played directly into the hands of reaction and was pre*
paring the way for a series of attempts against the Republic.

It was at this unhopeful period of stagnation, compromise
and mediocrity tha$ Glemeaceau came to the front as leader